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ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Houn. W, H.
Kitson—West) [9.2]: T move—

That the House 2t ils rising adjourn till
Tuesday, the 2nd Scptember.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 9.3 p.m.

Tegislative HAssembly.
Tuesday, 19th August, 1941,

Paar
Flectoral, swearing-In of member e 260
Nuestlon : Royal Commlssion, pnstoul Indnalry e 260
Addresy-in-reply, eighth day ... e 260

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers,

ELECTORAL—SWEARING-IN OF
MEMBER.

Mr. SPEAKER: I bave received the re-
turn of a writ for the vacancy in the Yil-
garn-Coolgardie electorate caused by the
death of George James Lambert showing
that Lionel Francis Kelly has been duly
elected. I am prepared to swear in the hon.
member,

Mr. Kelly tock and subseribed the oath
and signed the roll.

QUESTION—ROYAL COMMISSION,
PASTORAL INDUSTRY.

Mr. MARSHALL (without notice) asked
the Minister for Lands: Is it proposed to
introduce legislation to give effect to the re-
eommendations of the Royal Commissioner
{Mr. Fyfe) on the disabilities suffered by
pastoralists?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
The recommendations of the Royal Commis-
sioner who inquired into the pastoral indus-
try have received continuous atfention from
the Government, the latest being as recently

[ASSEMBLY.]

as this morning. An agreement has been
reached on vital prineiples whieh involves
a voluntary arrangement. A public state-
ment on the matter will be made at an early
date.

ADDRESS-IN-REFPLY.
Eighth Day.
Debate resumed from the 14th August.

MR. WILSON (Collie) [4.36]: Since we
last met, one of our members has passed
away. The late George Lambert will be a
distinet loss to this House and to his con-
stituency, and my sympathy goes out to the
widow and family in their hereanvement. Most
of the members who have spoken on the
Address-in-reply have taken as the preamble
of their speeches the subject of the great
war now raging on such a gigantie scale in
Europe and Asia, I, too, propose to take
that theme for my remarks, first and fore-
most hecause my sympathy goes out to the
fathers, mothers, wives, children and re-
latives of the soldiers who have already given
their lives for the Empire and for liberty.

A good many months have clapsed since
the men of the second A.LF. left ounr
shores. I know of boys of 18 years of age,
men in the prime of life, fathers of large
families of young children, who went with
those forees and who have already died
fighting for the liberty of the masses of
people of all nations. This, to my mind, is
something greater than even the much-launded
Magna Charta of 1215, and if we are sue-
eessful, as no doubt we shall be, we must
achieve something greater than the much-
vaunted charter of that year. Boys and
men, and even woinen, have died for us, and
have left us a heritage—a heritage to look
after their bereaved ones to the best of our
ability and ensure that they do not want.
We should take to heart the lessons learnt
from the war of 1914-18. Strong committees
should be formed in cvery distriet to pre-
vent a recnrrence of the evils that beset us
in 1918-19.  Members of the first ALF.
might well eo-operate with the second A.LF.
in an effort to do the best possible for our
men.

I do not see much in the Speech of the
Lieut.-Governor that suits me, although I am
pleased to read the following passage—

Our joy in the anccomplishments of the sons
of this State is tempered with the deepest
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sorrow for all thore who have lost loved ones
in this fight for frecdom, and I should like to
join with Ministers in expressing to them our
gincere sympathy, and the hope that they may
find comfort and pride in the memory of
supreme sacrifice.

I am thoroughly in accord with that
paragraph. I am, however, better pleased to
read in this morning's newspaper that the
question of soldiers’ pay will be decided by
the Commonwealth Government tomorrow
morning. I trust the Government will make
an increase sufficient to pay our soldiers an
amount as close to the basic wage as pos-
sible. They are receiving a mere pittance
when ecompared with the sacrifices they are
making, When the war is over and our
soldiers return home, I ean visualise a Hell
of a time for them if we do not make a
greater move for them than was made after
the 1914-18 war. If was then like Hell let
loose. In the South-West it was impossible
for & man to get work & a decent rate of
pay. Some land schemes and other schemes
to help our men were inangurated, but after
years of experimenting there was as much
muddle as ever. I trust committees will be
appointed in every town of standing.

The potentialities of each district should
be gone into and something can be done to
help in that matter now. We should ascer-
tain the aren of land available for settlement,
our timber resexves, our ore reserves, our
coal reserves, and what fuel and water are
available. That brings me to the point I
desire to make. I might he asked, “Where
is the money to come from?” We are now
heing taxed heavily for war purposes and
T suggest that that taxation might be con-
tinued for three to five years after the war.

I have read the Lieut.-Governor's Speech
a few times, but have searched in wvain
for any reference to coal. It has not received

a skimpy line in the Speech. The
coal raised at Collie represents the
enormous quantity of 14974,522 tons,

valued at £9,870,044; practically 15,000,000
tons for £10,000,000. The value of the coal
is practically two-thirds of the tonnage.
Dealing with my own distriet and with
the guestion of seftling soldiers after the
war, I point out that thousands of acres
of excellent Jand are available, and we
have large forests of timber and numerous
outerops of coal. There is sufficient coal at
Collie to serve our purposes for the next
200 or 300 years. We have an almost
illimitable quantity of water to spare. As

261

far back as April and June of last year,
the “West Australian” newspaper gave
prominence to the production of power
alcohol from wheat. One item of mnews
with which I am chiefly concerned ap-
peared in the “West Australian” of the
19th July, in which the Minister for Sup-
ply {Senator McLeay) was reported to
have said that—

Finance will be provided by the Common-

wealth Government, which will work out final
details of running the distilleries.

He further said that this State’s allocation
would be 2,000,000 gallons. I may be ac-
cused of partiality, but I think the best
site for the erection of a plant to manu-
facture power aleohol is Collie. Members
will want to know my reason for that state-
ment, and I shall give it. We have had too
much centralisation. Collie’s elaim for de-
centralisation in this connection docs not
stand alone. T shall now quote eleven
points in favour of Collic as a site for the
plant to be used for the production of
power aleohol. They are not my points; T
got them from the Collie Municipal Couneil
and I thank the Mayor, Town Clerk and
members for them. The firat is, freedom
from industrial trouble. Members may laugh
at that statement, but fewer sirikes have
oceurred in Collie during the last two years
than have occurred in any other part of the
Commonwealth. Certainly, bickering hus
taken place, hut no strikes. Collie has kept
the wheels of industry moving all the time.
Eight hundred men are employed in the in-
dustry and, with their warying temapera-
ments, there must be some bickering. Nor
does the company always play the game. I
have sufficient knowledge of the industry to
say that Collie is very quiet. Less time has
been lost as a result of industrial troubles
in the loeal conlwining industry during the
past 21 years than in any other now oper-
ating as regards wages and conditions nnder
awards of the Arbitration Court. Two or
three years ago a promise was made that
the wen would keep on working, and they
have kept that promise. The second point
ig—

Defence aspects and vulnersbility to attack:
Collig is wel] sitpated ip regard to this matter
in the heart of the State forests, high above
gea level, in undulating country situated 30
miles from the coast. The underground mine
workings provide excellent shelter, and the

natural forcats provide ample cover in ease of
attack, or for defence purposes.
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That paragraph speaks for itself. It would
be possible to house safely half a million
people in the Collie district. The mines are
up to hundreds of feet in depth, and con-
tain nnmerous chambers that could be made
available to people in ense of an attack by
an enemy.

T wish now to speak on the question of
the distillation of power aleohol irom
wheat, and this brings me to the third
point—

Reduetion of railway transportation and rail-

way siding facilities: Empty railway waggons
are continually journeying to Collie and the
wheatbelt for coal and wheat loading, and may
be used to reduce the cost per ton mile more
than is eomparable with any other eentre in
this Btate, so far as we can caleulate. Railway
sidings and other faecilities exist and arc avail-
able.
Collie is a big industrial centre practically
midway between Fremantle and Bunbury,
with both of which places it is connected by
good roads. A very small auxiliary railway
line could be built out from Collie to the
Preston Valley railway line, and that
would bring the town into contact by xail
with Katanning, Albany and that part of
the State. The next point is—

Availability of 200,000 gallons of fresh water
every 24 hours, and 1,000,000 gallons of cool
water every 24 hours, Collie is casily the most
favoured centre in the State as regards un-
limited supplies of fresh water all the year
round; in faet, millions of gallons of water are
pumped out of the mines and run tuv waste.
Let me illustrate that point. Last week I
fsked a question in this House, and this is
Low it appeared in the “West Australian”—

Answering a question by Mr. Wilson (Lab.
Collie), in the Legislative Assembly yesterday,
the Minister for Works said that the holding
capacity to overflowing of the Mundaring Weir
wag 4.650,000,000 gallons; of the Canning Dam,
20,550,000,000 gallons; and of the Wellington
Dam (Collie River), 7,555,000,000 gallons.
The Wellington Dam, therefore, contains
two-fifths more water than does Mundaring
Weir. T have sinee learned that theve is
an additional weir at Collie holding 150,000
gallons. 1 want members to realisc that
Collic is most favourably situated as regards
rvivers, in that it is served by no less than
four, namely the Collie, the South Collie,
the Harris and the Bingham. Baesides these
rivers there are scores of springs making
rivolets whieh ran all the year round. It
can be understond, therefore, that Collic has
water and to spare. It has land in abund-
ance and water in abundance. We might
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indeed say, to use a Scoticism, “We have
water to burn.” In addifion to the water
supplies to which I have referrcd, there are
three big mines in the distriet discharging
hundreds of thousands of gallons of water
every 24 hoors, That supply is at present
going to waste, although it is all good usable
water, Furthermore, there are five worked-
out mines, all of which hold millions of tons
of good water.

Mr, Doney: Is the water in the mines sll
drinkable?

Mr, WILSON: Most of it is usable, any-
how, for power-aleohol distillery wheat pur-
poses. I now come to another point—

Tlectric power 500 h.p.: There is ample elec-
tric power available from the Collie powerhouse
day and night for any demand such as this,
and T am given to understand that the supply
will be augmented in the near future.
Without any Government assistance what-
ever, we have plenty of electric power and
light already in the district. Another peint
is—

Silo facilities: These do not exist, but

timber is available, both skilled and unskilled
labour, and all requirements in this direction
might be cheaply and quickly provided to any
given specification and plan.
Hundreds of thousands of good poles have
been growing in the distriet for 30 years;
indeed, there is a big forest extending from
Collie to Pemberton. Another point is—

Wifluent disposal: The natural contours of
this part of the South-West are suitable to the
efficient disposal of all effluent.

Sceing that Collie is 600 feet above sea level,
vo difficulty would be cncountered in dis-
posing of any effluent. A further point is—

Relative freight rates: The Collie line has
the reputation of being one of the most eco-
unomieal in the State railway system so far asg
goods traffic is conerrned. Collie is centrally
gituated. Huge supplies of wheat pass through
it every seasor for bulk and hag loading in
Bunbury and Fremantle. Fruit, or¢harding and
pig-farming are growing industries.

Land in the distriet is eminently saitable
for pig-farming, dairying, ete., all within
reasonable distance of the town, Building
sites are also available at economic priees.

May I say a word or two concerning loeal
requirements? The railway station at Collie
is a disgrace to the system. For many years,
endeavours have been made to have improve-
ments cffected there, but nothing has yet
been done. We are always told that no
money is availahle. Indeed, very little money
has becn spent by the Government in Collie
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at any time. One of these days the Minister
might look into the matter and see whether
this trouble can be reetified. The schools
are in need of attention, and many children
have to sit out in the open, even in winter
time. We have been promised that as soon
as money is available the school at Collie
will be put into order, but it takes.a long
time to get that money. I also wish to refer
to Greenbushes, Balingup and Kirup, towns
that are well deserving of assistance. Around
these towns there is plenty of land available
for farming. Timber eould he provided for
milling purposes, ete., at Greenbushes. Many
young men have gone to the war from these
districts, and thers is no doubt that if many
of them returned tomorrow and sought for
work there would be none for them. The
sooner the Government, or some other suit-
able anthority, takes this matter in band with
the object of conserving the interests of those
concerned, the better it will be for the State.
I do not wish to dilate on what happened
subsequent to the 1914.18 war. T partiei-
pated in those hostilities and later saw the
evil aftermaths. I know what happened sub-
sequently, Some of owr experiences were
highly commendable but in other respeets
they were evil indeed. I trust that experi-
ence will not be repeated at the conclusion
of the present war.

MR, SAMPSON (Swan) [31]: I join
with other members who have referrved feel-
ingly to the passing of our late colleague,
George Lambert. When in past years 1
listened to his speeches on metallurgical and
mining matters generally, I often wondered
why the Government did nof take advantage
of the knowledge he possessed. There is no
doubt that the late Mr. Lambert was capa-
ble of furnishing advice in econneetion with
mining problems. Now he has gone, but he
bas ieft the memory of a man who was able,
even in eircumsiances of difficulty, to ex-
press himself with clarity and in a manner
interesting to those who listened to him.

During the past two seasons the Apple
and Pear Acquisition Board has been operat-
ing and althongh it has received much
criticism, which is always to be expected
when any new method of marketing is intro-
duced, there ean be no doubt that the estab-
lishment of the board bas ereated a con-
stderably befter position than obtained
formerly. The board has actuwally brought
into being controlled markeling. I admit
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that the returns to the growers have not
been satisfactory, yet at the same time it
must be accepted that, had it not been for
the work of the board, the industry of grow-
ing apples and pears would have been a war
casualty. Criticism characterises every ef-
fort made to protect the interests of a sec-
tion of the community, One point upon
which such eriticism has been raised
has been the nowm-approval of eertain
varieties of apples and pears. This applies
particularly to apples. The matter has been
of special interest because of the disabilities
under which many small orchardists have
laboured. The prices for apples are 33, 2s
and 1s. per case, according to varieties and
the quality of apples of approved varieties
only. For varieties that are not approved,
the Acquisition Board pays ls. per tree.
There are many growers who, unfortunately,
retain in their orchards trees of non-com-
mercial value. These include trees the fruit
of which has gone out of date, such as
“Commerce,” “White Winter Pearmain,”
“King David,” “Five Crown,” “Nickajack’
and various “Pippins,” a3 well as many
other varieties that are regarded as obsolete.
At all events, thosc varieties are nol ap-
proved as suitable for export, and that is the
point.

The small growers to whom I bave re-
ferred grow varieties of apples, many of
which are early varieties. The suggestion
has been made that such fruit could be
exempt from the operations of the Acquisi-
tion Board up to, say, the end of February.
If that were done, many of the present-day
objections would be withdrawn. The same
contention has been raised with regard to the
William or Bon Cretion pears. Apart from
the early varietics of apples, others arc re-
garded as quite good for consumption, al-
though not approved for export purposes.
In such instances, the trees should be re-
worked and thereby an apple produced that
would be approved for export. I have inter-
viewed & number of recognised growers of
export apples, and they have assured me
that they are prepared to supply buds or
graft wood for the purpose of re-working
trees that produce obsolete varieties, the re-
tention of which under existing cireum-
stances does not repay the orchardist. Mr.
Tom Cosgrave of Parkerville, Mr. Ben Cross
of Ben Cross and Sons, and Mr. Hector
Price of the Illawarra Orchard at Kavra-
gullen, as well as others, are prepared to
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supply buds or gratt wood for the benefit
of those placed in the position to which I
have alluded. That vepresents a practical
method whereby an improvement of the
position of some orchardists can be effected;
and the Government could give some atten-
tion to that matter.

At INlawarra I saw a very fine example of
the resnlts of re-working. An apple tree of
questionable vanlue was re-worked. For the
first year, there was some fruit on the tree;
the next year there weve several bushels, and
so on, until in the fifth year no less than 60
dump cases of marketable fruit were taken
from the tree. Admittedly that was an ex-
ceptional instance, but the point worthy of
note is that there was some fruif available
after the first year. Thus to orchardists who
desire to bring their trees to a state of pro-
duetion snitable for expori, the means en-
abling them to do so are readily at hand.
When I refer to the production of fruit suit-
able for export, that means, too, that the
fruit is switable for local consumption as
well; that ot only will the fruit he available
for export but for marketing in Western
Australia or elsewhere in the Commonwealth.

I admit that, apart from the need for re-
working the obsolete or non-approved vare
cties of fruit frees, there are scores of
bkundreds of modern trees planted in unsuit-
able localities. It will hardly be denied that
the Department of Agriculture is under-
staffed with regard to those working under
the chief horticultural expert. We realise
that where the departmental efficials are able
to give advice, they do so. The fact vemains
that under existing eireumstances the de-

partment  does mot  aceomplish all it
might, or would do, if the essential
stafl  were available fully  and  effi

ciently to carty out the tasks for which
the horticnitural branch of the department
was established. Without desiring to refleet
upon the Minister for Agrieulture—I know
how hard he works at his Ministerial duties,
to which he devotes so mueh of his time—1
claim that the Department of Agriculture is
of sufficient importance to warrant the ser-
vices of a full-time Minister. I go further
and say that the Minister in charge of that
department should be sympathetic regarding
modern marketing.

Mr. Cross: Is not the present Minister
sympathetic?

Mr. SAMPSON: The member for Can-
ning (Mr. Cross) should know the answer
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to that interjection. 1t would ill-become me
to intorm a compuratively old member of
this Chamber regarding something that is
s0 well known! I do not desire to offend
him by giving him advice respecting a natter
fully within the kmnowledge of the veriest
novice! It is important that a Ffull-time
Minister should be appointed to countrol the
Department of Agrieulture, The idea that
one Minister ean carry on the important
work of that department as well s that of
the Lands Department should be revised.
To my mind it is not humanly possible for
one man efliciently to attend to the work
of both departments,

It is easy for eriticism to be levelled re-
specting a project or the absence of a
project. Many growers are greatly dis-
appointed because the State, from the
standpoint of the marketing of fruit, has
been marking time for so long. More ap-
preciable progress should be made in this
State regarding the marketing of fruit and
vegetables. Today, as from the beginning,
those products are sold for what they will
bring. That is not the way in which any
other industry is carried on. No store
could remain open, no husiness eould con-
tinue, no insurance office, hank or other
finaneial institution could operate suceess-
fully unless there was some definite con-
nection between cost of production and
selling prices. Beyond all doubt the small
producer, as has been so from the begin-
ning of history, remains the serf of the
day. Lack of consideration in this respect
has as its eounterpart the persistent drift
to big cities. Unfortunately there is a lack
of publie interest regarding the retention
of population in the rural aveas. Until the
time arrives when some competent antho-
rity arises able to cope with the position,
and achieve what is so essential, the pre-
sent-day wholly lamentable state of affairs
will continue.

I do not desire to reflect on Ministers as
vegards most things, but I say their lack
of action in respect of the importanece of
modern marketing methods is wholly re-
grettable, and has the effect of encouraging
more and more people to throw up their
holdings and come to Perth and other con-
gested ecentres. Why should that be? Why
should the value of the efforts of the man
who works on the land be appraised at a
lower rate per hour than those of another
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man who certainly does not have to exer-
cise more ability, and who has not more
money invested in the propositien in which
he is concerned than is the case with or-
chardists and small farmers? So I appeal
to the Minister for Agriculture and the
Premier, and indeed to every Minister, to
do something to stop what is a national
seandal in Western Australia, in that the
people generally are moving into Perth and
its suburbs, Those people know that
if they come to [’erth they will he
paid better.  Are we to continue to let
that state of affairs extend?

There is an ever present problem in the
fruitfly,. We were surprised to read the
information clicited by Mr. Wood, M.L.C.,
that the amount collected for orehard
tees in 1938-3% was £2,259, that in
1939-40 it was £2,932, and in 1940-41 £4,687,
and that as a resalt of the collection of
those large sums three extra inspectors had
heen appointed, the additional salaries in-
volved ampunting to £360. T realise that it
would not necessarily be wise to spend all
the money collected for this purpose right
away, and that the registration fee or tax
will end on the 31st December, 1942, Tt
may he that the Minister is looking ahead
and hypotheeating this moncy, as it were,
for the purpose of carrying on work with-
out re-imposing the tax. But T admit that T
o approve of the 1s, tax which was imposed
previously. There was no ohjection to it

from any member of this House. It was
recognised to be a good thing.

Mr. Cross: Speak for vourself.

Mr. SAMPSON: Certainly! God forbid

that I should try to speak for the hon.
member interjecting! However, I shall
speak fo him if he persists in

My, SPEAKER: The hon. member will
address the Chair. .

Myr. SAMPSON : Yes, Mr. Speaker. T do
believe in the rvegistration of orchards, but
not in the imposition of the tax of 2s. 6d.
per acre, although T acknowledge that many
requests were made for it. Why people who
are already taxed in every possible way
should appeal or apply for another tax to
be imposed on them passes my comprehen-
sion. It appears, too, that the more persons
or bodies of persons are concerned to ask
for additional taxation, the less able arc
they to pay it. Still, T know that a feeling
of anxiety exists in respeet to the con-
tinuance of the fruitfly, and that this feeling
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of anxiety prompted the request for im-
creased taxation. In passing may I say that
“control” of the fruitly will not be re-
garded as sufficient. Tt is not enough., What
is needed is the extirpation of the fly. It
that were brought about, then indeed we
might say that from the standpoint of
orchard hygiere or mastery of the pest
suceess had been achieved.

There is another matter in regard to fruit-
fly which might receive consideration—the
practice prevailing in various fruit shops of
Perth whereby fruiterers throw unsaleable
fruit into boxes which are taken away later
by pig farmers and fed to their stock. I
suggest it should he made imperative that
in all fruit shops there he provided a fly-
proof reeceptacle in which all contaminated
fruit should be placed, and that once or
twice a week the Perth City Council should
vemove this fruit and destroy it at the in-
cinerator.

Mvr. Cross: You onght te have someone to
pick up the snails in the metropolitan aren!

Mr. SAMPSON: I will not be personal:
but from the standard of a human snail——

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. SAMPSON : T will leave the rest un-
said, Mr. Speaker. Anyhow, he is a good
friendly snail. T regard the suggestion I
have made as one which the Minister will
appreciate, and I hope it will be enrried into
effect.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Would you
go further than that and suggest that all
such fruit he bhoiled before being fed to
pigs?

Mr. SAMPSON: T think it should not be
eiven to pigs. It should be placed in the
ineinerator, and we would then know that
it was thoronghly dealt with. Many people
refuse to reeognise what a great danger the
feuitfly is. Tf they are allowed their own
freewill in the matter, the iy will be fed to
the pigs; some will be eaten and destroyed,
and others will cause further trouble. The
growers themselves do help very much in
regard to the fly. The fizures which T have
just read show to what a practical extent
they assist the Minister to assist the in-
dustry. 1 would like to see the hon. gentle-
man give eonsideration to the fly in the same
way as the Fruoitgrowers’ Association of New
South Wales has done. That association has
achieved wonderful work with very little
money. I suggest alse that the Fruitfly
Advisory Board might be taken more fully
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into the Minister's confidence in heing given
authority to expend some of the money col-
lected. Admittedly the Minister for Agri-
culture is overworked. While the Premier
may look surprised at hearing one of lhis
Ministers described as overworked, I can
assure him——

The Premier: I think all the Ministers
are overworked!

Mr. SAMPSON: Probably they are all
overworked.

The Premier: And underpaid!

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 will not say that, he-
cause it would he an imperfinence on my
part to suggest that what Ministers do is
done for payment. I do not believe that
to be the case. The Premier has come back
from the Eastern States, and certainly he
does not look overworked. Rather he ap-
pears to be in the very pink of condition.
Perhaps during his absence the Minister
for Agriculture has been doing too much
of the hon. gentleman’s work. I shall not deal
with that, however; it is another matter.
Unquestionably the Minister for Agriculture
should realise that there are others who
are most anxious to assist, others who are
thoronghly competent and who in connee-
tion with the fruitfly problemy could render
great help. The Premier and the Deputy-
Premier, and even the Minister for Mines,
wounld agrec with that.

The Minister for Mines: Agree with what?

Mr. SAMPSON: With what T said.

The Minister for Mines: I do not know
what you said.

Mr. SAMPSON: I will not ask the Minis-
er for Mines to ondorse anything, hut the
hon. gentleman will he safe in following the
lead of his Jeaders.

The Premier: He has got “Leederville”!

Mr. SAMPSON: T suppose the Minister
for Mines lives np to that name as much as
it is possible for him to da. A most im-
portant point connected with fruitfly is that
there should be concentration of effort dur-
ing the period in which the fly mates. At
present it may be said that such expenditure
is nnnecessary for the eradication of the fly,
and T agroe that during cold, wet weather
the fly makes no progress. In a month's
time, however, the fiy will become highly
energetic. The fruitfly knows ne limit to its
prolifie habits.

The Minister for Agriculture: To its
feenndity !
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Mr. SAMPSON: Yes. Its fecundity is
an example which might be followed by more
useful creatures. Again, I draw attention
to the need for a citrocunlturist. Why have
we no eitroenlturist in a State which pro-
duces some of the finest citrus in the worid,
or at all events a State which, possibly be-
cause of the combined elcments of soil und
weather, produees some of the finest citrus
in the Commonwealth? But no such ap-
pointment is made, Travelling in the North-
West one realises the necd for a citrocul-
turist. The diffusion of the moth there
has a deadly effect on oranges growing on
the various stations. I wonder whether the
Minister for Agriculture hns ever given a
passing thought to that, and, if so, since a
eitroenlturist is needed in the North, will the
Minister rcalise alse that one is necessary
here in the South, where the great bulk of
our citrus is prodneed? It is a lamentable
faet that every year up to the outbreak of
the war we saw citrus in the form of grape-
fruit brought from Palestine for sale here.
Our evop would then he out of season, but
modern refrigeration would, I believe, make
it possible to hald our grape-fruit until there
was a market for it and possibly earry it on
throughout the year. That has been proved
praecticable in conneetion with other fruits.
Aye we to sit down and say, “Oh ne; thev
are merely orchardists; let them put up with
the absence of assistance, with the ahsenee
of help such as a eitroculturist could give?”’
There is no answer to that, cxcept the ap-
pointment of a eitroeulturist. Why is it
not done? The Premier eould not fairly
refuse to give the necessary funds to pro-
vide payment for an officer of that descrip-
tion. What is the Premier doing in re-
gard to fruit growing in his own distriet of
Geraldton? It is most important that =
citroculfurist should be appointed to assist
Northampton and elsewhere and more im-
portant that one should be appointed to visit
and give advice to growers in the hills
aronnd Perth.

T wonder whether it is realised there is a
very bad disease that attacks our citrus fruit
every year. I refer to water spot. Many
growers are losing dozens of cases of citrns
fruit because of their lack of knowledge of
hew to handle this problem. If is no use our
talking in this House unless what we say is
tranglated into action. The only ones with
power to zive effeet to our desires are the
Premier and his Ministers, Perhaps when
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a reply is made I may, on this oceasion, he
honoured by some reference to the com-
plaints I have voiced so frequently. These
growers deserve fair treatment. A eitro-
culturist should he appointed and I propose
te keep on talking ahout the matter uniil
the Premier, realising the needs of people in
the different eentres where citrus fruit is
produeed, decides to make an amount of
money available for the purpose I have men-
tioned. Are the heads of the Apgricultural
Department given reasonable opportunities?
T vecall thet many years ago when n new
Chief Enginecer of the Pnblic Works Depart-
ment was appointed, the Minister then in
charge of the department decided that the
officer should go avound the world to make a
study of road construction. 'That was a
sound step to take. We should realise we
are living in a very hackward State, where
little progress has been made, where it
would appear that the last thing fo be done
by those in power is to bring Western Aus-
tralia into line with other econntries. Why
should that he? Tn regard to frnit produc-
tion, there is no doubt that anyone who has
travelled throngh California or the Okanagon
Valley in Canada and in other parts of the
world must realise that Western Australian
methods are the most antediluvian, obsolete
and out of date in the world. I am referring
tu methods adopted by white people in var-
jions countries, hut I might go further because
T recall that when T was in two of the South
Sea Tstands T noticed how efficiently the
Maoris handled their oranges and tomatoes,
and felt that we had much to learn from
them, There were community packing
sheds, and their frnit was marketed in a
way that indicated their realisation of the
importanes of correet marketing methods,
Will the Minister give consideration——
The Minister for Mines: Which Minister?

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister for Agri-
culture. Tt is very important that the
Minister for Apgriculture should give
consideration to enabling the new Super-
intendent of Horticulture (Mr. H. R.
Powell), to visit the leading fruit-
growing countries of the world What
would it eost? Not so very much—a mere
bagatelle compared with the good that would
result.

The Minister for Mines: What has he done
to you that you want to send him away to
get shot?
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Mr. SAMPSON: He would go to Cali-
fornia and from there to the fruit-growing
centres of Canada, Whatever he may have
learnt in this State, if he goes through the
fruit-growing centres of British Columbia,
he will come bhack a better man than when
he went away. If it is impossible for the
Minister to spare the Superintendent, per-
haps the assistant, Mr. Ray Owen, could go.

Mr. Thorn: I will go if they will let me!

Mr. SAMPSON: I do not know that I
am prepared to agrec to the memher for
Toodyay {Mr. Thorn) going, but T am sure
he will support the view I am advancing.
Why should we he so bhackward, so smug
and so self-satisfied as to believe that we in
thiz State—the most backward in the British
Empire—ean do nothing to improve our posi-
tion? I wili admit that Queecnsland has
tnade considerable progress.

The Minister for Agriculture: So have we!

Mr. SAMPSON: T will be glad to know in
what direction.

The Minister for Mines: Why not take
a day off and find out? )

Mr. SAMPSON: Our marketing methods
are the same as when the first white gettler
arrived here. Nothing has heen done to
bring about an improvement.

The Minister for Agrienlture: You are not
paying much of a tribute to the eflicient
men in your own distriet.

Mr. SAMPSON: Those men produce the
fruit, but what they get for it is in the lap
of the gods. They get whatever buyers
may like to pay them. I do not desire to
criticise the markets either, because thev
have to earry out the work in the only way
possible at present. There should, however,
he an improvement and we eould not make
a change without improving matters in
respeet to the marketing of fruit.

Mr. Marshall: What do you suggest
should be done¢

Mr, SAMPSON: I suggest eontrol similar
to that which exists in Queensland under
the Committee of Direction method. In that
State the lot of the grower has been gradn-
ally improved, country life has been made
more hearable, and those who reside there
have been given an opportunity to earn a
living where previously they were the prey
of the purchaser. In the old days the
growers there received whatever price was
offered, but today they obtain a more satis-
factory figure.
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L now have a word or two to say to the
Minister for Health, who deserves some
attention. I will begin by congratulating
lim on the big new Perth Hospital, It iz a
splendid  conception and one reflecting
honour on the department. T ‘think it will
hring satisfaction to the big list of honorary
doctors who make hospitalisation in this
State possible.

Mr. Thorns You bad better wait til] the
building is finished. It might fall over
before it is completed.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is a very fine building
and 1 congratulate the Minister in all sin-
cerity on having obtained the vote that made
its erection possible. I hope that as a vesnlt
of petro] rationing the building, when com-
pleted, will be large enough to provide snffi-
clent acecommodation for many years to
come. There is no doubt that a hig per-
centage of patients in our hospitals are fhere
as a result of motor aceidents. However,
that is another question. In the meantime
the Minister for Mines might disenss with
the Minister for Works the matter of com-
pulsory insurance, thereby affording some
monctary protection to innoecent vietims of
careless motor drivers, truck drivers - and
motor eyelists.

A disease is making itself felt in different
parts of the world and is not unknown in
Western Australia. 1 refer to BrilPs
Digsease and I suggest that all buildings,
residential or business, should be made rat-
proof.

Mr. Marshall: Hear, hear!

Mr. SAMPSON: There is nothing per-
xonal about this. T would like the Minister
to take the matter up with loeal authorities.
The Minister cannot cope with this menace
himself, but something could be achicved if
legislation were introduced providing that
ne building permits may be issued unless
ecomplete arrangements arve made for pre-
venting the nccess of rats to huildings.

The Minister for Mines: They are intro-
duced with produnce.

Mr, SAMPSON: Yes, they are brought
in from other parts of the world. The rat
is not indigenous to Western Australia. It
was bronght here, but we can prevent it
from getting into homes and business pre-
mises. The metter is most important, and
we can eagily pass a small Bill to provide
that no building shall be ereeted unless aii
eare is exercised to ensure that rats will oot
have ingress.
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Mr. J. H. Smith: What about buildings
already in existence!

Mr. SAMPSON: The owners of such
huildings should be called upon to do what
is necessary, heenuse rats may easily cavse
hubonie plague.

Mr. Withers: Door-keepers would have to
be appointed!

Mr. SAMPSON: Something could be done.
In all dwellings there are ecavities in the
cxternal walls, and once rats get into them
they are able to move abhout within the build-
ings nnd soon multiply. Onee rats secure an
entry into cavity walls, a house is no longer
immuone from intrusion by the rodents, All
mveans of aecess should be protected by sinall
yet strong metal mesh. Rats are plentiful
in Perth and an outbreak of bubonic plague
might easily prove a terrible seourge.

There is another matter I wish to bring
under the notice of the Minister for Health.

The Minister tfor Health: I thought you
said T was overworked.

Mr. SAMPSON: T did not suggest any-
thing of the sorf. There is a shortage of
nuarses and it is essentinl that more trainees
be emploved in onr hospitals. The V.A.D.s
will prove useful for assisting in war serviee
and other emergeney work. Many women
are at prosent recciving training in first aid
under the St. John Ambulance scheme. Ex-
cellent work is being done in that direction,
All this is very gaod, but hospital or ward
experience must be provided.

The Minister for Health: Only a ecrtain
number ean be trained in a ward.

Mr, SAMPSON: The Minister should give
serious thought to the question of amplifying
the opportunities for training nurses. At
any time the services of more nurses than
are available might he needed. As our boys
return from the war, many of them will re-
quire hospital treatment and there may be
& serions shortage of nurses. There is also
a possibility of other abnormal coaditions
involving community disaster. What is be-
ing done to meet such conditions? So far
as T am aware, we are not doing what we
should. Admittedly this is a very difficult
matter, but its importance demands consid-
eration and I hope the Minister will give it
serious thought. If the day comes when the
demand for nurses is far in excess of the
number available, the lot of the Minister will
not be an enviable one. T for one will be
prepared to tell him what he should have
done when he had the opportunity. Not all
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the women who enter as trainees hecome pro-
fessional nurses, and possibly 90 per cent. of
them listen to the persmasive arguments of
pationts who are convalescing and leave how
pital work to get married.

The Minister for Health: Then what is the
use of training them?

Mr. SAMPSON: When they marry, they
continue to do very good work thronghout
the State, We all kmow how highly women
with the training of nurses are regarded.
They are the salt of the earth. Since 90 per
eent, of the nurses marry, the Minister would
be wise to get as many trainecs as possible.
We  have many wonderfully fine young
women in this State, and a majority of them
are anxious to be of assistance during the
present trying period.

Mr. Hughes: And so produce more nurses.

Mr. SAMPSON : A nurse must have train-
ing in a hospital ward. Assistance would
he forthcomivg from the medical fraternity,
than whom no section is more ready to help
in an honorary capaeity. Doetors are pre-
pared to give lectures and assist in every
way; the difficulty is that more hospitals are
not approved ns training centres for nurses.

The Minister for Health: We have a train-
ing school. You are two vears behind the
times.

Mr. SAMT'SON: But there is a shortage
of nurses.

The Minister for Health: And a shortage
of doctors, tuo!

Mr. SAMPSON: T have alveady pointed
out that many doctors are prepared to assist
by giving honorary work. The Minister
would be wise fo do all in his power to ensure
that the maximum number possible is
trained. If it is impracticable to train them
all fully, then they should be given smch
training as is possible in the eircumstances.

My, Marshall: Would you agree to grant-
ing them shorter hours?

Mr. SAMPSON: Admittedly the position
is diffienlt, but unusual eonditions call for
unusual aetion.

Every member will thoroughly endorse the
statements about constructing small ships in
this State. Anything within the power of
members to promote the shiphuilding indus-
try will he done. Excellent markets in
Singapore, Malaya, and throughout the Far
East generally await the producers of this
State, and now is the time to take advantage
of the epportunity,  Assistance to ship-
building would be helpful. Recently I was
in Whyalla, South Australia, where a town

has been brought into existence by the,
Broken Hill Proprietary Co. To me, the
tewn was an eye-opener; it is remarkable,
There is no local anthority and no rates are
payable. In a place where safety first
seems to be the maxim of those in charge,
the workers are given great consideration.
I inspected the shipbuilding areas and saw
a ship that had recently been launched. If
we could only induce that company to take
an interest in our iron ore deposits at

Yampi, the State would L#efit tremend-
ously.
Mr. Thorn: What class of ship do you

favour, wood or steel

Mr. SAMPSON: The ships being built
at Whyalla are of steel, but we might have
to take what we can get for the time being.

Mr. Thorn: Ours would need to be of
steel in order to develop the Yampi depos-
its.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes. The work in pro-
gress at Whyalla is amazing. To the visitor,
it appeals as a romance of indusiry. I
went through the house of one of the kay
men—otie of scores of homes built by the
company.

Mr. Tonkin:
the BH.P.!

Mr. SAMPSON: TFor me, Whyalla was
full of romance. The house contained £250
worth of furniture, and payment for the
house and furniture was being made at the
tate of 25s. o week., This should appeal to
those people who believe in extending the
greatest possible eonsideration to the work-
ers who produce the wealth of the world.

Mr. Hughes: Still, the BH.P. made
£3,000,000 or £4,000,000 profit.

Mr. SAMPSON: Whatever might be said
of the company’s profits, it has shown that
it knows how to go about its business. At
Whyalla, pig iron is heing produced in
almost inconceivable quantities.

Mr. Hughes: The BH.P. had the power
to block competitors.

Mr. SAMPSON: I know nothing about
that. Why should not the hon, member and
others possessing money investigate the
matter, and see whether we cannot establish
something along the same lines in connee-
tion with the Yampi depositst

Mr. Hughes: T will a call a meeting.

Mr, SAMPSON: If those who were un-
able to provide much money contributed
considerable argument, we might obtain thd
permission of the registrar to sell shares

Not much romance about
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and then Western Australia might come
into its own, at least to some extent. We

ave the last word in backwardness. What
have we done? We boast of being a prim-
ary-producing eountry, but we should be a
country of secondary industries as well.
The complacency of the Minister for Indus-
trial Development i3 by no means war-
ranted. We are getting nowhere. While we
are marking time, the years are passing, our
people are growing old, and we are still
dependent upon other countries for manu.
factures.

The Minister for Labour: This is the
first time you have advocated secondary in-
dustries for Western Australia.

Mr. SAMPSON: I have been a member
of the Chamber of Manufactures for 15 or
20 years and am most anxions to sec see-
ondary industries developed here.

Mr. Doney: Will you tell us where yon
would sell the products of seecondary in-
dustries?

Mr. SAMPSON: Reference has been
made to the rationing of liquid fuel. In-
quiries have shown that primary producers’
licenses for liquid fuel are now sobject to
discretion and up to 85 per cent. of the
previous month’s supply may be granted.

Mr, Cross: To what part of the State
does that apply?

Mr. SAMPSON: To the primary produe-
ing parts, including the district of Canning.
I hope the hon. member will visit the prim-
ary producing ssgetion of his distriet and let
the people know the position. The Liquid
Fuel Control Board is deing its best in
very diffieult circumstances. To bring re-
strictive mensures into operation is never
easy, and the rationing of petrol has proved
a very difficult matter.

MR. WILLMOTT (Sussex) [6.0]: As a
rule, it is the privilege of private members
on the Address-in-reply debate to advo-
cate the needs of their electorates; but on
this oceasion we have a much greater fask
than to ask for what we want for a little
corner of the State. We are at war, and
it is the duty of every member of Parlia-
ment to do his ntmost to bring the war
to a successful conclusion. We ecan only
do so by meeting the enemy with a united
front; therefore, every member in this
Chamber must work in unizon. When we
have won the war—as I and every member
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of this Chamber believe we shall; there is
no doubt about it, as the member for
Toodyay (Mr. Thorn) said, although we
do not know how long it will take—there
is one thing we must do and that is te
make preparation for our boys to have
something to which to return. After the
1914-18 war, we had years of miserable
depression. We have learnt our lesson and
should make every endeavour to avoid a
reenrrence of those conditions. The Gov-
ernment’s duty is to start at once to put
things in readiness for our returned sol-
diers. I heard the Minister for Health
say a few moments ago that a number of
our soldiers had already returned. That is
80.

The Minister for Health: 1 did not say
that. 1 said the nurses would eome back
with our boys.

My. WILLMOTT: Some of our hoys have
returned and so work should be started.
We have to find jobs for them. The Min-
ister for Industrinl Development has a
most important task in this connection. I
regret that more industries have not been
established in this State for the produetion
of war material. Of course, we know that
that is a Commonwealth matter, but I
understand the Commonwealth Qovernment
is nssisting the State to some extent. I
suggest to the Minister for Industrial De-
veloptment that any bnildings creeted in
this State to produce munitions of war
should be erected in such a way as to en-
able them to be readily converted for
secondary industries at the conclugion of
the war. That is a vital point, as these
industries are growing in Western Aus-
tralia.

Although I said that the winning of the
war was more important than was the ad-
vocacy of the needs of individual elector-
ates, T point out some facts appertaining
to my electorate. It is unfortunste that
the Minister for Railways is absent at the
moment, for I am touching on the railway
gervice to my electorate. The rationing
of petrol is causing much trial and trouble
to eountry residents, who have been forced
to use the railways more than they did
previously. Let me point to Busselton.
We have a daily service. The train leaves
Perth at 7.30 am., arriving at Busselton at
330 p.m., after having taken eight—and
perhaps 9%5—hours to complete a journey
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of 149 miles. My econslituents would hbe
quite content to have that service om some
days provided, as the Minister for Rail-
ways will doubtless agree, they get one fast
passenger service per week. I complain
not only about the serviee to Busselton,
but right through to Flinders Bay, The
train For Flinders Bay leaves Busselton at
0.3 am. twice a week, arriving at Margaret
River at 1.29 p.m,, a distance of harely 40
miles—37 by rail, I believe—the journey
thus occupying four hours. To Flinders
Bay is an additional 30 miles and to caver
that distance takes four hours. Do mem-
hers ¢onsider that a fair deal? One eould
practically walk the distance in that time.
I quite agree that the train is a mixed
goods and passenger train. I ask the
Minister for Railways to consider whether
he cannot arrange for one fast train per
week and thus benefit the people residing
in my electorate.

As I have pointed out on previous oceca-
sions, Bussclton is definitely a tourist re-
sort: as is in faet, the whole of my elee-
torate. If we get a decent train service
more tourists would be attracted to the
disirict, Because of petrol rationing,
the tourist traffic from the metropoli-
tan area, the goldfields, snd the wheat
belt is likely to decline unless we get
a fast truin service at least once a week.
Some time ago I approached the See-
retary for Railways (Mr. Tomlinson) and
the Chief Traffic Manager (Mr. Gilmour)
and succeeded in arranging for a Diesel ser-
vice from Picton to Busselton. It connecls
with the Saturday afternoon train from
Perth and returns on Sunday evening. These
gentlemen, after careful consideration of my
views, agreed to give the service a month’s
trial. T am pleased fo say that it was well
patronised; the month has elapsed and the
service is still being continmed. My en-
deavour is to get that train serviee extended
further towards Margaret River and even-
tually to Flinders Bay.

Then there is the Busselton-Nannup ser-
vice. The distance is about 40 miles by rail
and the journey takes from five to six hours.
It is a two-day service per week. The resi-
dents in that part of my electorate are, in
my opinion, entitled to at least one fast
train service per week. Now that these mat-
ters have been hronght to the notice of the
Minister, he will probably come to our
assistance,

mn

Notwithstanding petrol rafioning, we
should endeavour to keep our cars on the
road. It was stated the other night that
some 3,000 gas producers have heen fitted
to motor cars in this State. That means
more charcoal will be required. T am glad
the Minister for Industrial Development has
ngreed that some of the sustenance workers,
who are “C” class men engaged on elearing
work on vacant group holdings in my elec-
torate, will now be employed in securing
wood for fuel from land on which it would
otherwise be wasted. Pits have been dug in
readiness to burn the charcoal and wood has
been carted to them, but we arc waiting for
sheet metal to line the pits before the char-
coal can be burned. I do not know the rea-
son for the delay in forwarding the sheets;
perhaps the Mirister for Industrial Develop-
ment can enlighten me. I do not like refer-
ring to these “C” class men as sustenance
workers; I prefer to call them relief
workers,

The Minister for Health:
casunal workers.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Very casual!

The Minister for Health: Some of them
are working full time.

Mr. WILLMOTT: T sogpest that the
charcoal burning should be done nearer to
railway sidings. At present it is being done
about 10 to 12 miles from sidings, and this
will involve a good deal of earting. There
are thousands of acres of land to be cleared,
consisting of not merely vacant group hold-
ings, but also settled land. These relief
workers will now be doing extremely useful
work, clearing the land and producing some-
thing that will be in great demand in the
future,

They are now

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Before tea 1 was ex-
plaining the good work the Government was
doing with the “C” ¢lass men in my elector-
ate. They are engaged in clearing vaeant
group holdings and in producing charcoal.
I hope that work continues for some time.
There is plenty of timber available in the
distriet. It has to be got rid of on the vacant
holdings, and this is a profitable way in
which to do so, The timber that is being
used is some of the best that is obtainable
for the making of charcoal. I think, how-
ever, the work could have been done some-
what nearer to a railway siding, as that
would have saved a considerable amount of
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cartage. Many of the men engaged in relief
work have now been sent to the East-West
road. Several of them did not wish to go
there, advancing the cxcuse that it was not
convenient for them to go so far from their
homes.  After [ had pointed out to the
men that this was veally the first national
job they had been asked to undertake since
war broke out, they looked at the matter
in a different light and went willingly. I
have since heard that everything on the
East-West road is satisfactory,

I am strongly in favour of a uniform rail-
way gauge from Perth to Kalgoorlie to link
up with the Great Western railway. ‘That
is a national work and should be carried out
as soon as possible. If war comes to these
shores the defence authorities will want
quick service, and the quicker the service the
better. A uniform railway gauge would en-
able quicker service to be given than can be
given at present. The shipbuilding industry
is one that may vitally affect my distriet. It
has been pointed out to the authorities in
Canberra that we have all the timber neces-
sary for that elass of work. We have jarrah,
karri, tuart and a considerable quantity of
light weod in our forests, namely, pine that
is grown by the Forests Department, a great
deal of which is fit to be cut now. We cer-
tainly have the harbours, namely at Bussel-
ton and Flinder's Bay, where the ships conld
be launched, and a fow men who are aceus-
tomed to that work. If the industry is
started in Western Australia I hope the
Minister for Industrial Development will
consider those two centres.

I was rather surprised to hear the remarks
of the member for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith)
concerning the restrictions in the acreage for
tobacco planting this year. That was news
to me. I know the Minister for Agriculture
has started experimental plots in the Karri-
dale area, and hope he can explain the re-
mark that was made by the hon. member.
We were all very pleased when that experi-
mental work was commenced, and thought
it would lead to the establishment of another
industry in that district. When I heard the
hon. member’s referenece T thonght the
Minister would probably explain the reason
for the restriction. Presnmably it is a
Commonwealth matter. There is a shortage
of tobacco in Australia, which makes the
restriction all the more surprising. T won-
dered why Woestern Australia was chosen
as a State in which tohacco-growing should
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be eurtailed. All our farmers are hard put
to it to find labour with which to carry out
their operations. It is almost impossible
for them to secure farm workers. Many
young men in the distriet have had to go into
militis, tratuing camps for thvee months at
a time; they then come out for three months
and go in for another period. That has
been very hard upon the dairy farmers.

A much better arrnngement will be in
vogue after the 1st Oectober when the boys
will go into camp for six months and re-
turn to their homes for a similar term.
Many of the young men from the distriet
own their farms. Tf there are two such
voung fellows on a farm one has to go into
camp for the three months. The other is
left on the farm, but, being witbout labour,
he has to do all the work himself. A ease
eame before me today of a family of three
boys, who are milking approximately 100
cows. Some time ago one of the lads en-
listed in the A.LF. while the other two
carried on the farm. The younger of those
two was called up for militia training. The
hoy who was in the ALF. then put his
case hefore the authorities, and he told me
today he had been discharged. That is very
difficult to understand. After the boy had
heen trained in the artillery for practically
12 months he was discharged beeause his
voungest hrother had been called up for com-
pulsory training. This is a fact, and I saw
the discharge today. Our compulsory militia
training system should be more closely in-
vestigated. Happenings of that deseription
are entirely wrong.

My duty to my constituents requires that
I should refer to the Busselton and Flinder's
Bay harbours. As I said before in this
Chamber it is not for me or for any other
member to advance a rlaim as to which
harbour is the hest. Quar best engineers
should be called upon to investigate our
harbours from all points of view, and decide
which are in the best order to handle ship-
ping.  Busselton is a safe harbour. A
little dredging was done there some 30 years
ago, in 1911. I have been told by fishermen
who go out in small boats that they can see
today the result of that dredging. That
proves how little siltage there has been at
Busselton.

Mr, Cross: If a harbour was made at Bus-
selton would it not interfere with the ship-

ping?
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Mr. WILLMOTT: Quite a lot of ship-
ping comes into Busselton.

Mr. McDonald: Perhaps the hon. member
has never been there.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Timber mills have been
established almost at the harbour’s mouth,
and further inland we have the Jarrahwood
and Nannup mills, A great deal of timber
is shipped from Busselton. The port bas
averaged probably at least one boat a week,
which has given the lumpers from three to
three and a half days’ work per week. Most
of the lumpers possess their own holdings,
and in their spare time with the money they
have earned they effect improvements on
their properties.

Some time ago I infroduced a deputation
to the Minister for Works from the Augusta-
Murgaret River Road Board, We pointed out
to the Minister that a great deal of shipping
was done from Flinder's Bay some years
ago. I showed him a photograph of five sail-
ing vessels that were loading in the harbour
at one time. Timber was shipped from
there all the year round, whieh proves that
it is a safe harbour at all times of the year.
With regard to the Busselton harbour, 1
have been in communication with the Minis-
ter for Railways about the lighting of the
jetty. TUnfortunately, in the last 12 or 18
months ten seamen off the beats have lost
their lives. The accidents were definitely
due to the insufficient lighting of the jetty,
which led ito these men losing their lives
through falling over the side. When I
mentioned this subject last session or per-
haps it was during the session before that,
one member interjected that no drunken
snilor could walk along the jetty safely.
All the men T have referred to were not
drunk and unfortunately tbe accidents hap-
pened. 1 hope the Minister for Railways
will give this matter consideration and will
den! with it promptly,

- MR. F. C. L, BMITH (HBrown Hill-Ivan-
hae) [7.46] : This supplementary motion pro-
vides members with an opportunity io ad-
dress themselves to vital topies and draw at-
tention to the reguirements of their distriets
which, if they could be provided for, would
he in the interests of the community gener-
ally. I am always intricued by the note of
originality that the member for Claremont
{Mr, North) repeatedly strikes when he ad-
dresses the Chamber. On this occasion he
has drnwn attention to the insidions propa-
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zanda that seeks to undermine ¢ur Parlia-
mentary institutions, to the type of criticism
that direets itself to belittling and ridieuling
members of Parliament and the work and
functions of government, as it is derived
from, and expressed in, our parliamentary
institations. Boastfully we sometimes say
that Demoeracy is the best form of govern-
ment. We can at least say without boasting
that Democracy is the form of government
hest swited to us, Democracy is a form of
government that is synonymous with free-
dom inasmuch as it gives a voice in the Gov-
ernment to all seetions of the community,
either directly or indireetly, through their
chosen representatives.

My, Hughes: This House is not eleeted
demoeratically!

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: Democracy is a
form of government that recognises the
fundamental equality of man. TIts opposing
forms of government such as dictatorships,
fuedalism or absolute monarehies, emphasige
the izherent ivequality of man and urges
that government by the aristocracy is the
best form, snd that Demoeracy is one of the
lowest forms of government. Our Parlia-
mentary institutions over a very lengthy
period have been subjected to many changes
through the processes of development and
evolution. The pgeneral character of our
Parliament, it is true, is based upon thab
which was called the Model Parliament,
which met in 1215, during the reign of Ed-
ward 1. There have been many changes
sinee then, the effect of which was to convert
Parliament from n King’s Couneil, as it then
was, to the People’s Council, with increasing
supremacy through which grew up the Cabi-
net and party system of government, which
was born, it has been said, from the need to
ensure harmonious co-operation between the
King’s Ministers and Parliament.

We find from this brief review—we would
diseover it also if we went more fully and
deeply into the subject—that our Parliament
and our form of government represent the
logical outcome of the party system, and that
the party system itself in turn is the logical
ontcome of conflicting interests in the com-
munity, and between groups of people repre-
sentative of those interests. Thus we find
from history right down through the ages
that there have heen parties in Parlinment,
even in the days when Parliament was wore
of a King's Conneil than the People’s Coun-
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cil it is today. We can go from the days of
Oliver Cromwell with the Roundheads and
Cavaliers right down to more recent times
when there were Whigs and Tories, Liberals
and Conservalives—the interests of the in-
dustrialists and land owners being represent-
<d in Parliament—and ultimately to the Con-
servatives, Liberals and Labour Parties of
today. So I draw attention to the character
of Parliament and how it has grown up out
of the party system. I do so because we
hear so frequently that party pelitics should
be dropped. As a matter of fact, polities
represents the outcome of parties which, as
I have already indicated, are in turn, the
outeome of conflicting intercsts that are in-
herent in every community.

Mr, North: It amounted to ¢ivil war with-
ont bloodshed.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH : Our system of gov-
ernment, as Lord Macaulay pointed out, is
an executive form of government in that the
Executive is appointed, or drawn, from the
leading men of the party that can command
a majority on the floor of the House, and
members of that Exccutive, or Ministers as
wea designate them, administer the ordinary
affairs of their departments, while in respect
of all matters of importance or of matters
likely to be discussed on the floor of the
House, these are taken to Cabinet which ar-
rives at decisions in connection with them.
I emphasise that point for the benefit of
members and others who labour under the
impression that Cabinet decisions on all
matters are the decisions of Ministers, a habit
of thought that, I think, the Press seeks to
cultivate in the people. It may be said that
cerfain Ministers exercise much influence in
Cabinet discussions, but it would be the
sheerest form of flattery to suggest that
every Minister, on each end every occasion,
gets his own way in matters he brings before
Cabinet.

I was rather surprised the other day to
read in the Press a paragraph ealling atten-
tion to this very aspect of our form of gov-
ernment. Tt had relation to the increase in
soldiers’ pay that has been proposed, and
the “West Australian,” in a reference to that
subject in its issue of Saturday last, pub-
lished the following—

The Minister for the Army, Mr. Spender,
who made the snbmission to the Cabinet, would
not dicenss it today. He left no doubt, how-
ever, that he was determined to spare no cffort
to force the Cnbinet to agree to it.
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I claim that either the journalist who wrote
that paragraph bas no proper conception of
Ministerial responsibilities, or that the Hon.
Percy Spender said something that justified
the publication of the paragraph. If Mr.
Spender did so, then he has no proper con-
ception of his Ministerial responsibilities. [
am prepared to extend consideration to Mr.
Spender by saying that I do not think the
journalist’s paragraph was justified in the
cirenmstances, otherwise we would set up a
position in which the Hon. Percy Spender
could go to Cabinet with his proposition and,
Cabinet having rejected it, he could then, as
an individual member of Cabinet, say, “Welj,
you know I was in favour of the proposal,
but Cabinet turned it down.” The Cabinet
system eould not work in ¢ircumstanees such
as that,

There must be team work in the Cabinet
and when Cabinet gives its decision upon
any matter affecting a department, the
Minister concerned must justify that de-
cision. Tt would certainly place a Minister
in a very invidious position if he were to
deelave his intention, prior to the considera-
tion of any matter that he had referred to
Cabinet for its deeision. I think even the
member for North Perth (Mr. Abbott) will
agrec that our Cabinet system 1s elective.
Certainly it is not one in whick Cabinet
members are elected by both Houses of Par-
liament. I do not know that he advoeated
any such system. It might possibly have
something to recommend it if both Houses
of Parliament were elected on the adult
franchise, but ecertainly such a suggestion
would have nothing to recommend it under
existing eircumstances. What I think is very
desirable, and neecessary, in all Parliaments
is & strong and virile Opposition. I do not
eare how closely it approaches the numerieal
strength of the party supporting the Gov-
ernment, so long as the Opposition has &
proper understanding of the eritical fune-
tions of Parlinment, submits econstructive
criticism and assists the Government, and
Parliament, to do the right thing by the com-
munity. I do not think we would desire an
Opposition that plays up to the emotions of
the people, like the members of the Purity
and Law Enforcement League, that, know-
ing full well that virtue dwells in ruins, in-
sists that it shall only be articulate through
its members who are over 50 vears of age!

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Or through reason!
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Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: Nor do I think we
should have an Opposition that seeks to
cash-in on confusion, such as the Leader of
the Opposition displayed when talking of
the fingneial emergency tax. Nor do I think
we should have an Opposition that tries to
cash in on discontent as the member for
Avon (Mr. Boyle) does when he deals with
the farming industry in the Yilgarn distriet.

Mr. Doney: You are not entitled to draw
that conclusion from what that hon. member
aid.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: I am s0 entitled. The
member for Avon said that but for the Gov-
ernment there would still be 50 per cent. of
the farmers vemaining in the Yilgarn dis-
triet; and later, in the same speech, he agreed
that those men should have heen withdrawn
from wheat-farming in that same distriet. So
T say he is attempting to eash in on discon-
tent.

Mr. Doney: We do not read his speech
that way, anyhow!

Mr. F. C. [.. SMITH: The Opposition
should he eonstructive in its criticism, and
in its genera] attitude should strive to clear
ap rather than cultivate misunderstandings.
T must say that-the present Opposition does
in the main try fo be helpful and construe-
tive.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: How nice!

Mr. F. C. 1.. SMITH : If there is anything
wrong with this Parliament—well, the matter
must be referred to the calibre and quality
of the Opposition; because the present Gov-
ernment has reason‘to be proud,of its record-
Like its twe immediate predecessors, it has
produced results in our economie life. It has
almost rid us of the wide-spread unemploy-
ment that existed, with all its attendant
miseries and deplorable features.

Several members interjected.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: There may be a
great number of part-time workers yet, but
the present number is nol great eompared
with that which existed when the present
Labour Government took office. It has to
be remembered also—and atfention was
drawn to this by Mr. Colin Clarke in the
economic study he made at our University
some few years ago—that even under a con-
dition of full employment, which he
pointed out existed in Germany at that
time, there were still a million of people
ont of work. He said that every country
contained certain misfits and industrial
“frictions” which could not he economically
employed. So I do not hope to see this
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eommunity, or any other eommunity, rid
entirely of unemployment; but I do hope
that a Government can reach what might
reasonably be termed a condition of full
employment in the economic sense. I be-
lieve it can be said that onr Government
has achieved that.

Criticism has been levelled at the amount
of money raised in taxation during the past
year; but the -oritics have not pointed out
that the figures quoted include not only
income taxation but alse land taxation,
totalisator tax, emtertainment tax, licensee
fees and stamp duties. All those taxes are
ineluded under the heading of taxation fig-
ures which have so far been quoted here. If
by its efforts this Govermment has so ereated
opportunities for the industrious in the
community, it must have itself sharved in
that increased prosperity. I have no doubt
that such is the case. At least it can be
said that this Government has given the
people value for the money raised by taxa-
tion, and has so administered the State as
to rid us of the alarming deficits of its pre-
decessors in office,

Despite the confusion which the Leader
of the Opposition tries to create and eui-
tivate, this Government has rid us of the
finznecial emergency tax and placed taxa-
tion generally more on a basis in accordance
with the accepted canons. Ii is easy enough
for the Leader of the Opposition and some
of his supporters to tell the people, through
the Press and on the platform, that the fin-
ancial emergency tax has not been abol-
ished; but the hon, gentleman cannot deny
that by Section 6 of the Income Tax Assess-
ment Act Amendment Acet of 1940 deduc-
tions for emergency tax were definitely
abolished on all wages and salaries. Nor
can he deny that now a taxpayer with a
wife and two children, after he has made all
his deductions other than those for the chil-
dren, who had a net income of £324 in 1940,
pays no income tax in the yenr of assess-
ment 1940.41. TUnder the finaneial emer-
geney tax that man would have paid any-
thing from £8 to £9 in 1940-41 on his gross
income for the year. Nor can the Leader
of the Opposition deny that a taxpayer
with a wife and three childven who, after he
had made all deductions other than those for
the three children, had a net income of £386
in 1939-40, paid no income tax in the year
of assessment 1940-41. TUnder the finanecial
emergency tax that man would have paid
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anything from £11 10s. to £12 10s. in the
year 1940-41 on his gross income. These tax-
payers who have thus been relieved are not
to be deceived by statements that the finan-
cial emergency tax has not been abolished;
nor will they be deceived, either, by the
member for Avon quoting the taxation for
‘single men without dependants and pretend-
ing it is the taxation of married men with
dependants. Members of the Opposition are
members of the same parties as comprised
the Government that introduced the finan-
cial emergency tax.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And how much was
that tax inereased by your Government?

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: Then it was a flat
rate of 4%d. in the pound on the earnings
of single men receiving £52 per snnum and
of married men receiving £104 per anonm—
£1 per week and £2 per week respectively.
The man on £10,000 a year paid the same
flat rate of 414d. under the taxation pro-
posals of that Government.

Hon. C. G. Latham: He did not.
Mr, F, C. L. SMITH: Yea.

Hon. €. @. Latham: He paid increased
taxes.

Mr. P. C. L. SMITH: He paid 4%d. in
the pound in emergency tax, the same as
the man who was receiving only £1 per
week. Under the taxing legislation »f the
Governmnent comprised of the parties oppo-
site, the married man with six or seven or
eight children paid as much as did the man
without any family responsibilities.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And that was con-
tinued by your Government for six solid
yearsl :

Mre. F. C. L. SMITH: It is absurd for the
Leader of the (pposition to come here and
tell each and every one of us who took part
in legislation abolishing the finareial emer-
gency tax, that the tax is not abolished. At
the last general election the Premier in his
poliey speech said—

We are, therefore, asking for a mandate
from the people to abolish the financial emerg-
ency tax and collect the money required at the
source under the provisions of the Income Tax
Asscssment Aet.

And that has been done. Members of the
Opposition, when they went to the electors
in 1930, the last time they suceeeded in heing
returned, deelared that if they were returned
they would reduce taxation., Such was the
tenor of the policy speech delivered to the
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eleetors in 1930 by the parties now repre-
sented on the Opposition beneh.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You said it would he
work for everybody, when you went to the
country!

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH; Then those mem-
bers came here and iried to justify their
statement by alleging that they did not know
the Treasury was empty. Instead of redue-
ing taxation, as they promised, they nearly
doubled it by introducing the finaneial emer-
gency tax while thousands of workers
already had their wages reduced by other
legislation already introduced by those
members. Having listened to the Leader of
the Opposition and some of the crities of
the Government on the financial emergency
tax, and remembering what they did when
they were in power, I am convineed they are
the party or parties that believe in taxing
the family man, believe in the iden that
“everyone should pay something so as to
dovelop a sense of respensibility throughout
the country.” They of wvourse ignored the
fact that every person in the community is
indirectly taxed through Customs and Execise
duties—a fact that was repeatedly pointed
out by the Premier of the Government rep-
resenting those parties, namefy Sir James
Mitchell. Various members who have spoken
have convineced me that they are prepared
{o make some concession to ability to pay;
but they know that the lower the gradation
of income tax begins, the lower it will be
in the higher ranges of income. Apparently
the prineiple for which they stand is the
taxation of the family man. They resent
this Government’s legislation easing taxation
upon the family man, whilst raising a similar
amount to that which was raised in the pre-
ceding year, by the cxpedient of taxing per-
sons with no dependants a little higher and
taxing those on the higher incomes more in
accordance with their ability to pay.

As the representative of a goldmining eon-
stitueney, I wish to state that the people I
represent appreciate what the Labour Gov-
ernment has done for the goldmining in-
dustry. The Leader of the Opposttion stated
here on a recent evening that all the present
prosperity, all the revival in mining, is due
to the higher price of gold; but I wish to
tell him that this Government put in a pipe-
line from Coolgardie to Norseman, a dis-
tance of 101 miles, at a cost of £172,000.

Mr. Doney: That is all news to us!
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Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: The present Gov-
ernment also put in & pipe-line from Cool-
gardie to Ora Banda, a distance of 46 miles,
at a cost of £23,500,

Hon. C. @. Latham: And they charge 10s.
for a thousand gallons of water!

Mr, F. C. L. SMITH : It reconditioned the
goldfields main pipe line at a cost of
£1,500,000. It built the pipe line from
Yellowdine to Mt. Palmer, a distance of
eight miles, at p cost of £6,500, It did all
these things in addition to providing town
water supplies at Mt. Paimer, Reedy, Agnew
and other places, and reconditicning the
main line from Kalgoorlie to the Golden
Mile by replacing the 12in. east iron pipe
with a 2lin. cement-lined steel pipe at a
vost of £13,500. All these things, done in
the interests of the poldmining industry,
made a very important contribution to the
prosperity which that industry is enjoying
today.

Mr. Marshall; Whe built the railway from
Mt. Magnet to the Big Bell mine?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: It would hecome
tiresome if I were to rciterate all that
Labour Governments have done for the gold-
mining industry throughout the State. The
revival of the goldmining industry can be
traced back to the days when the Collier
Labour Government appointed the Kingsley
Thomas Royal Commission. Many of the
recommendations of that Commission have
sinee been put into effect with a great deal
of benefit to the industry. The prosperity
of the goldmining industry, as the member
for Murchison (Mr. Marshall) has pointed
out, is also due to the assistance rendered
by Labour Governments when the goldmining
industry was in the doldrums——

Mr, Marshall: Down and out!

Mr. P. C. L. SMITH: —and everybody
had lost confidence except the Labour Gov-
crnment.

Mr. Marshall: Which was prepared to
assist the industry financially.

Mr. F. C. L SMITH: The pros-
perity in the goldmining industry to-
day is due to scientific development
in the manner of the treatment of ores
and up-to-date plant incorporating the
latest improvements. It is due to more
efficient management than existed 10 or 12
vears agoe. In part that prosperity is due
to improved working conditions enabling
men to produce more tons of ore per man
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per year in fewer hours per week. Last
year 294 tons per man employed was pro-
duced in the goldmining industry. That was
the highest production ever reached per man
in the industry, and exceeded that of the
previcus year, whick was 269 tons. The
industry prospers also because of the fact
that, due to economic cirenmstances, develop-
ment can be maintainred well ahead of re-
guirements. All those things and many
others have to be considered in conncetion
with the prosperity now prevailing in the
industry. Ameongst the more important of
them are the encouragement and assistance
that have been given to the industry where
they were required by the present Labour
(Government,

I am grateful for the fact that the Govern-
ment has had regard to the safety of the
men employed, and has effected the improve-
ment in working conditions of which I have
gpoken. The Government has done much
to maintain the health of the men in the
mdustry by the appointment of ventilation
officers, constant checks on femperatnres and
dust counts. Those things are most impori-
ant to the men employed in the goldmining
industry. I am grateful to the Government
for the broad ountlook it has exhibited and its
realisation of the importance of goldmining
to this State. What the position of gold
would be in a new world order is difficult to
say. One can hardly believe that without
revolutionary changes gold would be de-
throned as a mediwn of exchange and a mea-
sure of all value. There will have to be strik-
ing changes if the new world order is going
to ensure a better distribution of the national
income.

There has been a good deal of talk on tlus
question of a new world order, but I am
somewhat sceptical about it myself. I am
like the poet who said, “Man forever is but
never to be blessed.” I doubt the possibility
of a new world order, hut perhaps we shall
get something of the kind if the privileged
classes and those who represent them, the
people who are al present the chief obstacle
to reform, are prepared to sacrifice some of
their privileges so that those who have too
much will give some to those who have too
little, and so bring ebout a measure of
equality.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: Do you not think
that democracy can do that without the in-
dividual doing it?
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Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: T will Jeuve that
to the hon. member.

Hon. W. D. Johuson: Well, you argued
that way in put of your speech.

Mr. P. C. L. SMITH: We have been
told by some prominent lenders in the com-
munity that after the war we must all share
the poverty. That is not & very promising
statement to make in conneetion with a new
world order. 1 would ask, “Why should
there be any poverty after the war$”

Hon. W. D. Johnson: What is poverty?
What is the definition?

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: During the last
war there were 20,000,000 men ount of pro-
duetion and that war lasted four years. The
men were well fed and well elothed during
that period. Those responsible for feeding
and elothing them were also better fed and
hetter clothed than they were in the period
immediately preceding the war. I say now,
as I have said before in this Honse, that if
those 20,000,000 men who were engaged in
hostilities during the last war had been
sitting down playing eards with one another,
those that worked at home to feed and clothe
them could have fed and clothed them just
as well as they were fed and clothed. And
if there had been no necessity for providing
them with guns and ammunition, they could
have had an army of waitresses to wait on
theln——

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver:
resses!

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: while they were
playing cards. In spite of sll the destruction
that is going on around us, we find that the
deposits in the banks are increasing by
thousands of millions of pounds. Those de-
posits and other fixed money elaims will be
demands on future production, mortgages on
futvre production after this war is over, and
it is only from that inerease in deposits, that
inerease in fixed money claims, that any
poverty can come. If we are to have & new
world order, let us have one in whieh the de-
fonee of our assets is paid for from such
assets. We do -not want conditions after
this war like those that led to the march of
the blanketeers from Manchester to London
after the Napoleonic wars; nor do we wani
conditions after this war sueh as those that
led to the depression we experienced not
long sinee. Despite all our desires, and
despite all the promises that have been made,
T again say I am sceptical about the possi-
bility of a new world order.

Waiters, not wait-
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Hon, W. D. Johnson: If all people took
the view you fake, there would be no new
order.

Mr. . €. L. SMITH: All the people do
not take that view.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Thank God they do
not !

Mr. . C. L. SMITH: And although I take
that view it is not to say I do not intend to
strive to do what I ean to bring about a new
world order.

Hon. \W. D. Johnson:
tone!

My, Thorn: That is what Hitler is trying
to do!

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: At the moment
there is 2 Commission under the Carnegie en-
dowment functioning in New York with
a view fto bringing about some kind
of mew world order when this war
is over. That Commission is doing very
fine work and has issued an interim
report of its aetivities, in which are
defined the avenues that have to be ox-
plored with a view fo creating a new order
such as will make for the preservation of
peace, It is very difficult at this juneture,
as they point ouf, to give us a blue print of
a new world order. Something must be done
to explore avenues through which a new
order may be secured but generally the ob-
Jective was stated over 100 years ago by the
immortal Fox. Speaking in the House of
Commons in conneetion with the speech of
a member who had referred to the poverty,
destitution and general misery that could be
seen in the highways and byways of London
at that time and who had declared that such
poverty was a dispensation of Providence,
Fox stated, in general terms at any rate, the
objective that might be pursned in the diree-
tion of aequiring a new world order. What
Fox said was

Gtve Labour its full rights; take the last
grain of the poison of monopoly out of the
cup of poverty: throw opern the markets of
the world to an industrions people, and if, afier
that, there be poverty, you have earned for
yourself the unenviable distinetion of a blas-
phemer of Providence. But until you have
done that you cannot, you dare not ecome down
here and look that gaunt spectre of human

misery in the faee and exelaim, *‘Thou canst
not say I a4id it.”’

MR. RAPHAEL (Vietoria Park) [8.29]:
With other members, I wish to express re-
gret at the sad and regrettable loss to the
House of the former member for Yilgarn-
Coolgardie, the late G. J. T.ambert. The

That is a bhetter
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hon. member was of great benefit to the
State on account of the knowledge of
metallurgy he acquired over the years and
his training as an analytical chemist. At
all times his knowledge and advice were
placed unreservedly at the disposal of the
members of this Chamber and of another
place. He was one of the very few mem-
bers who from time to time brought under
the notice of the House the many minerals
that could and should be used in the war
eifort. If Western Australia received its
just dues from the Commonwealth, many
of our minerals and by-products would be
in use for war purposes, Owing to the
great power aequired over the years by the
Broken Hill Proprietary Company, that
right is denied to the people of this State.
If we received our just dues huge smelting
works would be operating 24 hours a day
for the production of necessary metals for
war requirements. .

Mr. McDonald: We can do it if we want
to.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The hon. member should
consider the many attempts made by vari-
ous firms to start manufacturing in opposi-
tion to the huge monopolies in the Kastern
States and the inevitable results of those
attempts. No matter what secondary in-
dustry is started in Western Australia,
some action is taken in the Eastern States
to ensure that it shall be crippled from the
ountsel. Probably the member for West
Perth knows that hefore a secondary in-
dustry can be started at the present time,
the permission of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment must be obtained. A few weeks
ago there was a movement to start a fae-
tory for the manufacture of a certain class
of paper, but permission was withheld by
the Commonwealth because it was not a
war requirement. We were told that such
a factory could not begin producing dur-
ing the war period.

Mr. Hughes: Are you sure it was not
an application to raise capital for the com-
pany? .

Mr. RAPHAEL: A scientist from over-
sea recommended that the factory be started
and the Commonwealth refused permission
to carry on the projeet.

Hon. W. I. Johnson: Did he bring the
money from oversea to start the factory?

Mr. RAPHAEL: I do not know. I am
prepared to give the hon. member the name
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of the gentleman and he can find out for
himgelf. I did not ask him what money
he had in his pocket, The important poini
is that an attempt was made to start a
secondary industry in this State and per-
mission was refused by the Commonweslith.

When the war is over we are expected
to revert to the position of a State of
primary production and allow the Easterr
States to continue, as in the past, their mono.
poly of secondary industry. We have beer
told that Tasmania has a monopoly of the
production of paper in Australia, Why
cannot Western Australia be given a simila
right when it has the raw material to makc
paper? That material is sent to the Easterr
States and there put through the necessary
processes to produce paper. We have only
to consider the various factories in the Eas
tern States to realise what a raw deal the
people of Western Australia are getting
from the Commonwealth. Not until fwe
years of war have passed is Western Aus
tralia, congidered to be entitled to have
munition factory, and we are told that nine
months will elapse before the factory start:
producing, In South Ausiralia I saw man)
scres of land covered with buildings in as
many weeks, and the factories went intc
production immediately. But we have ¢
wait nine months before anything is turnec
out from the Welshpool factory. Yet we
have brass moulders, iron moulders, mer
who worked in the Woolwich arsenal during
the 1914-18 war, and other men on relief
work instead of being engaged in war work

Mr. Abbott: T do not believe it.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Last week one of those
men cracked up while engaged on digging
drains at the Stirling Dam. The bon. mem
ber ean verify that for himself. Previous
to the appointment of Mr. Essington Lewis
as Director of Munitions, South Australis
was getting just as raw a deal from the
Commonwealth as Western Australia is re
ceiving. Today, however, huge factories are
being built in South Australia for the pro-
duction of munitions. Holdens’ works have
been converted into a vast plant for the
production of many requirements from pon.
toons to gas masks,

Mr. Sampson:
wizard.

Mr. RAPHAFEL: I think he is a very able
man. By their monopolising the manufae-
ture of munitions as Vietoria and New South
Wales have dope, a great hardship is being

Essington Lewis is s
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imposed upon the rest of Australia. We
read in the Press from time to time of the
wo-called large expenditure made for war
purposes in Western Australia. I wonder
whether members have noticed the commodi-
ties on the purchase of which that muney
hias been spent. This is what we read—D>My.
Mooney, Metropolitan Markets, potatoes and
onions, £470; National Fisheries, £400 or
£500; certain butchers, £400, £500, £600, or
£700, and so on. The Commonwealth war
expenditure in Western Australia is mostly
for the purchase of food for the soldiers
woing oversea to fight Australia’s battles.
That war expendituve should be contfined to
these commodities is unjust. The Common-
wealth is calling upon a larger proportion
of the man-power of this State for military
service, although the vest of the people are
not getting a just deal from fhe Common-
wealth, Western Australia has always been
an ultra loyal State te the Commonweslth.
that was proved during the 1914-18 war and
i3 being doubly proved during the present
war. Beeause other Sfates have large muni-
tion factories, more men are put into reserve
occupations and are not permitted to enlist
for service oversea. The Commonwealth
laid it down that if 2 man is employed on
the manufacture of monitions or similar
work, he is in z reserve oceupation and ean-
not go overses. The same consideration is
not extended to the young men of this State.
The Commonwealth has not established large
munition factories here. Therefore our
young men are not given the same oppor-
tunity &8 is given to young men in the other
States. Even if they were, I do not think
it wonld make any difference to their loyalty,
bnt this Sfate should not be expected to make
up deficiences in the reinforcements required
from the Eastern States. Western Aus-
tralis’s enlistment figures are by far the
highest in proportion to population.

Eastern States’ newspapers nentioned
some time ago that lead ore was being
shipped abroad from the Mt. Isa mines in
Queensland, I was pleased to see that after
the publie outery that occurred, Senator
Foll decided to resign various directorships
he held on fthose mines. Aceording to the
reports, when the so-called disloyal lumpers
refused to load the lead to make bullets that
wonld probably be fired at Australian sol-
diers later on, the lead was conveyed in
barges by night to the far side of the ships
instead of being loaded from the wharf.

[ASSEMBLY.]

I desire to refer to the method adopted by
the Commonwealth Tender Board with re-
gard to the supply of furniture for military
establishments in this State. One would
imagine that Western Australia would have
been given the opportunity to manufacture
this furniture, even had the tender been a
little higher than those of the Eastern States
firms that did the work. Members must
realise that in the Eastern States furniture
is wanufactured in bhack yards by Chinese
and other foreigners. We do not want such
a state of affairs to prevail in this State.
Certain articles for the Geraldton air train-
ing school were tendered for. The successful
tender was a few shillings below the Western
Australian tender, but nevertheless the goods
were manufactured in Vietoria. I helieve
the freight from Perth to Geraldton was
almost cqual to the cost of the completed
articles. T hope this deplorable waste of
publie money will no longer be countenanced.

The military anthoritics have issued a new
ovder, with regard to full-time training of
our militia, that requires looking into. At
present the men are expected to keep them-
selves tidy, hut there is a sad lack of cloth-
ing and boots. Then men are supposed to be
issued with what is termed a giggle suit,
which is the ordinary working suit. Two of
these suits and two pairs of boots should be
provided. Some of the men are out for two
or threc days during the winter months on
manoeuvres and the only clothes they have
are those in whieh they stand, with the
cxception, of course, of their everyday uni-
form. T trust the Commonwealth Govern-
ment will take the steps necessary to ensnre
that these men are provided with neeessary
clothing. In the Mglville camp alone nearly
all the men are down with influenza or colds.

Mr. Thorn: Who is responsible? Axe the
military aunthorities?

Mr. RAPHAEL: The question of what
should he done for our returned soldiers is
one that ought to he diseussed in this House.
Many members have spoken about a new
world order which they say must supervene
upon the cessation of hostilities. There is no
time wore opportune than the present for
suggestions o be made about this new world
order and how our soldiers shall fare upon
their veturn. When repatriated, they are
kept for a period of three months under the
repatriation scheme. The Commonwealth
Government then does them a magnificent
turn. The men are sent to the Marquis-
street depot and put on rations.
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Mr. McDonald: I thought the men were to
be paid £4 a week until they secured work.

Mr. RAPHAEL: They are paid for three
months and then sent to the Marquis-street
depot and put on rations.

Mr. Needham: Returned men?

Mr. RAPHAFEL: Yes. If the member for
Perth does not helieve my statement, I will
give him some names.

Mr. Marshall: I believe he knows them.

Mr. Hughes: Let vs have the names.

Mr. RAPHAEL: George Dudley is one. 1
have been so fortunate as to be able to find
jobs for some refurned men who are my con-
stituents.

Mr. Hughes: The privilege!

Mr. RAPHAEL: I esteem it a privilege.

My, Thorn: Who is vesponsible? Are the
military anthorities?

My, RAPHAEL: That sounds like a parrot
squawking the same thing over and over
agnin!

Mr. Thorn: Yoeu will not tell us.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The parrot has only one
word fo say.

Mr. MeDonald: What about my consti-
tuents?

Mr. RAPHAEL: T have enough to do to
look after my own business, without trespas-
sing npon the preserves of the member for
West Perth. We have now a glorious
opportunity to enlarge the franchise for
another place. Personally T would like adult
franchise {0 be granted to all the people of
Western Australia so far as concerns an-
other Chamber. I hope the Government will
bring down a Bill this session providing
that the men of the fighting forces oversea,
whether they be 18, 19, 20 or 30 years of
age, shall be entitled to vote for another
place. They and their dependants should be
given that right.

Mr. Thorn: Do you want the Bill brought
down this session?

Mr. RAPHAEL: I am pleased to see by
the notice paper that the Government in-
tends to introduce a Bill providing that
members of the forces oversea shall have a
say in what Government shall be in power
while they are away fighting.

I desire to touch upon a few local matiers.
1 am sorry the Government had to decide
not to proceed with the widening of the
Causeway. Had that work been done,
cyelists would be able to cross the Causeway
without fear every moment they are on it of
being pushed into hy motor cars, motor
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buses and frams. The money for a new
bridge had actuelly been made available by
the Commonwealth, but that project was
dropped when war broke out. The Govern.
nment should make some effort to provide a
right-of-way across the river for cyelists. I
believe three-fifths of all the bicycles regis-
tered are on the south side of the river. When
the munition factory is erected, probably
another 300 or 400 bicycles per day will
cross the bridge carrying men to their work.
The reason is that the train service to Vie-
toria Park, Carlisle and Welshpool is such
that [ am sure the workers would always be
late if they travelled by it.  They cannot
travel by tram, because people nowadays are
hanging by the straps. I would not say that
people were hanging on to the back of the
tram, but they are oceupying every other
part. The tramways have not sullicient rol-
ling stock to carry the people at peak
periods to and from Vietoria Park.

The Premier: The same thing obtains in
Melbourne.

My. RAPHAEL: The pecple here are
better trained than are the people in Mel-
hourne. 'We have been strap-hanging for
vears and are accustomed to being jammed.

The Premier: I ean always get in a tram,

Mr. RAPHAEL: I konow that. In Mel-
hourne plenty of seats were no doubt avail-
able until petrol was rationed, but now I be-
lieve conditions are altering there and ap-
proximating those of thiz State. Something
should be done to improve transport facili-
ties to Vietorin Park. The member for Can-
ning {Mr. Cross) is fortunate in that in his
electorate some buses are running. Some-
times they forget to turn the corner, and
go to Victoria Park to pick up people in
my distriet who are waiting for trams. That
is a slight alleviation of the position, but it
is insufficient. If a munition factory is
erected at Vietoria Park, something will
have to be done to improve the tramway
serviee.

Apother maiter is the old-age and invalid
pensioners. Originally the terminus of the
tram service was at Mint-street. When the
extension was completed, the section ended
at State-street. It would not involve the
Government in any serious loss if the old-
age pensioners were allowed to travel from
AMint-gtreet to the post office for one penny
in order to collect their pensions. From time
to time representations in this respeet were
made to the Tramway Depariment, but
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the department was adaemant, Tt would
not budge an inch, The miserable penny
that is taken from the old-age pensioners
would be of benefit to them, while the Tram-
way Department could hardly suffer a loss.

‘The Premier: We will have to give the
pensioners another post office at Mint-street.

Mr. RAPHAEL: There is a post office
there, at a shop.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. RAPHAEL: The housing position 1»
becoming acute. We have heard from time
to time from goldfields members of the
shortage of housing accommodation for
workers on the goldfields. That shortage has
been transferred to the metropolitan avea,
to Victoria Park in particular. It is not
possible in Vietoria Park to get a house for
love or money. Additional workers' homes
at Vietoria Park are urgently required. I
would be glad if the Premier counld get the
McNess Housing Trust te move a little
quicker, despite increased building costs. I
trust that the very fine building plan the
Trust had in mind will be put into opera-
tion. It was doing a fine job, and is to be
congratulated upon the homes that were
provided at a small rental for necessitous
cases. The schools in Victoria Park are still
overcrowded and badly in need of extra
accommodation.

Mr. Cross: A ferry boat is required to
negotinte some of the puddles in the school
yards.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Some of the children
had a canoe at school the other day and
were having a glorious time. The water
was deep enough to float a eanoe.

Mr. Hughes: Public swimming pools, are
they?

Mr. RAPHAEL: Yes. I am sorry that
more money is not available to spend on
these schools. Septic tanks are needed at
the Rivervale school, and all the grounds
and buildings are in need of renovation and
general improvement.

I wish now to deal with the position
concerning the organisation and distribu-
tion of petrol, mainly in Western Australia,
because of the effeet of the Commonwealth
regulations and the control that is being
exercised in Victoria. Prior to 1939, in
this State we were consuming 2,200,000
gallons per month. Beeause of the cutting
in supplies and the restrietions imposed at
the request of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, and because also of the action of the
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Liquid Fuel Contrel Board in this State,
Western Australia’s supplies have dropped
to 880,000 per month. I wish to say how
pleased I am that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion (Hon. C. G. Latham) has been ap-
peinted to the Fuel Board, despite the fact
that immediately on his appointment any
power the board possessed was immediately
taken from it.

Mr. Hughes: The authorities were play-
ing safe.

Mr. RAPHAEL: BSuch discretionary
power as the board possessed up to a few
weeks ago was taken from it. I believe
that the chairman of the Commonwealth
Liquid Fuet Control Board is now in the
State to see whether he ean deal a little
more harshly than he has dene in the past
with Western Australia. In the Common-
wealth there are five major oil companies,
and in Victoria there are what are known
as four minor ¢il companies. By the pro-
mulgation of its regulations the Common-
wealth has forced the five major oil com-
panies to pass over part of the petrol they
bring into the country to the four miunor
companies in Vietoria for distribution in
order that they may make a profit. I he.
lieve that as a result of the military autho-
ritics expecting these companies to store
the petrol at their own expense, and with-
out any compensation for loss during stor-
age, or for the cost of the storage tanks, a
war has been declared between the major
oil companies and the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment and military authorities in Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Berry: Is that the **dinkum?’’ oil 1

Mr. RAPHAEL: I believe that many of
the restvictions that have been brought
about have come as a result of that confiict
and not beeause of an actual shortage of
petrol in the world today. Had not those
other companies been allowed to partiei-
pate in the distribution of the petrol that
is brought into the country by the major
companies, people today would not be re-
strieted to two gallons per month. Because,
however, & war has now been declared be-
tween the parties concerned, the people are
denied the means of carrying on their busi-
nesses and attending to their respective
duties. The assessment that was made was
made by a Fuel Control Board ecomprising
seven men, four representative of big busi-
ness, two from New South Wales, and one
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from Queensland, Western Australia is
entitled to one represenfative on the board.

Mr. J. Hegney: The board members are
all Australians!

Mr. RAPHAEL: I am not dealing with
Australians. South Australia is entitled to
a representative on the board and so is
Tasmania. The member for Middle Swan
(Mr. J. Hegney) can put his version before
the House; I desire to express my view,

My, Hughes: Are youn the spokesman for
the major or the minor companies?

Mr. RAPHAEL: For neither. am
speaking for the peeple and the hon. mem-
ber can spesk for big business if he so
desires.

Mr. Hughes: I have not been briefed!

Mr. RAPHAEL: When [ have presented
all my faets, members will appreciate that
I de not speak for big business, but in the
interests of people who have had to jack
up their cars and of business people who
are unable to earry on their legitimate ae-
tivities. I am desling with the facts ns-
sociated with the present pesition and the
restrietion upon the use of petrel. I have
described the position here. In Vietoria,
which has four representatives on the Com-
monwealth Liquid ¥uel Control Board, pet-
rol is being delivered from Melbourne to
Mildura and the tankers do the return
journey of 720 miles over a road running
alongside the railway line, over which a
fast service is run, and those tankers mnse
liquid fuel. In Queensland the eompanies
pay £800 per annum for the specific privi-
lege of running their mofor vehicles along-
side the railways, while in New South Wales
a payment of 3d. per mile is made. On the
other hand, in Western Australia, through
the action of the loeal Transport Board, the
consumption of petrol has been eut down
to a marked degreec. Despite that, no such
effort is made in the Eastern States, where
trucks, run on liquid fuel, still continue to
compete against the railways—and some
Governments are derviving profits in conse-
quence! In 1939 petrol consumption in Wes-
tern Australia was eut down to 7% per
eent. of the total used in Australia. That
drastic reduction was decrced despite the
vast avea of this State.

In considering the rationing provided for
cars used in Australin, we must take cog-
nisance of what has happened elsewhere.
Methods have been adopted in the Eastern
States that, because of the honesty of Wes-
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tern Australians, have not been resorfed to
here. I refer to the sale of “crook” petrol
tickets. Millions of gallons of petrol have
been secured in the Eastern States by means
of false tickets. That was not done in this
State. As a result, people in the Eastern
States have secured petro] supplies, and the
residents of this State have been denied
supplies to which they are legitimately en-
titled. The average mileage decreed by the
Victorian representatives on the Common-
wealth Liguid Fuel Control Board—I say
that advisedly-—is positively inadequate as
applied to Western Australia. Famms in
Victoria are within an average of nine miles
of a railway siding, and not many are more
than that distance from railway facilities.
What is the position of agriculturists in
Western Australia? Farms here are, on the
average, from 15 to 20 miles from a railway
siding.  Despite this, the same basis is
applied to farmers here as to those eperating
in Vietorin. I hope the Commonwealth
board will take some action to review the
edict regarding the freezing of -petrol sup-
plies that people were advised by the Com-
monwealth Government to seecuve for them-
selves against posaible future requirements.
The Federal QGovernment advised people to
secure 44-gallon drums in order to store
petrol supplies for future use. Now that
petrol is frozem, and I hope the position
will he reviewed.

Mr. Cross: You do not expeet the Menzies
Government to do anything sensible, do you?

Mr. RAPHAEL: The Department of the
Army has been appealing to the public for
petrol drums. I do not see why the farmer,
if he had sufficient brains and exercised fore-
sight in the purchase of drums for petrol
supplics to enable him to reap his harvest
and do his ploughing, or the business man
who made provision for future needs should
be required, simply because the Department
of the Army had not the foresight to pro-
vide for the future, to hand over his petrol
drums. Neither should be foreed to do that.

Myr. Thorn: You should not criticise the
Army; you are a commissioned officer!

Mr. Hughes: In the Salvation Army!

Mr. Marshall; The hon, member is speak-
ing in his capacity as a member of Parlia-
ment.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. RAPHAEL: If people in this State
and elsewhere in the Commonwesnlth are to
he required to hand over their petrol drums,
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why has not the Federal Government insisted
that the drums manufactured in the Eastern
States for despateh to New Zealand should
be taken over? Hundreds and thousands of
steel drums are being made and shipped to
New Zealand. The Federal Government
should see to it that thé required numher of
drums was available for use in Australia
first, and New Zealand could get the surplus.

Mr. J. Hegney: There has eertainly been
some bungling in that matter.

Mr. RAPHAEL: There is not much in the
way of bouquets to be given to those in
charge of petrol rationing.

Let me now refer to the A.R.I. activities
The amount expended has been in the vicinity
of £2,000, of which salaries and allowances
acconnted for over £600. Whether the re-
mainder was spent on literature and odds
and ends, I do not know. For nearly two
years big-hearted people in this State have
been trying to bring the AR.P. work to the
pitch of efficiency that we expect. As one
who has taken a keen interest in it angd tried
hy all means to organise my district, I have
found the task heartrending owing to the
lack of support. From time to time we ap-
peal for wardens and men come forward full
of energy and imbued with a desire to learn
their duties, but after a few weeks they lose
iricrest. In Subiaco over 500 persons have
passed through the hands of the A.R.P. offi-
cials and the number of wardens available
for active duty, I helieve, is now only 130.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: You keep to your
own distriet,

Mr. RAPHAEL: I wounid be quite safe if
I went to Subiaeo; the hon. member had
heiter not challenge me or I might go
there. This has also been the experience
in other districts. These men—wardens, see-
tor wardens and ingtruetors—have been
carrying on for about two years and in many
instances have received no support. There
has been a sad dearth of training manuals
and literature requisife for the information
of the men undertaking this work. For seven
months we have been promised that a train-
ing manual wounld be available “next week,”
but the books have not come to light. We
have been told that a conference has been
arranged with the Commonwealth to deciae
upon the mesasures to be taken, but, judginy
by past experienee, by the time the in-
structions are printed and forwarded to
Western Australia, the war will be over.
We have waited many months to get
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apparatus for first-aid work. In the
first fortmight after the stretchers were
made available, while South Perth men
were doing training exercises with a
patient who was a little on the heavy side,
the stretcher broke. After that all the
stretchers were called in because the manu-
facturer had not constructed them accord-
ing to the specifications. Blankets, stirrup
pumps and other paraphernalia requisite
for training purposes have not been pro-
vided.

I Hope the Minister for Health will be
able to make arrangements at the confer-
ence to secure the necessary funds so that
equipment may be provided for this train-
ing. Many of the men acting as A.R.P.
instructors are working on the basic wage,
and practically the whole of the funds
used to provide the needed paraphernalia
has been found by the men themselves.
Many of these men have spent 5s. to 10s. &
week, and spent it willingly, to ensure that
the classes they are instructing have the
facilities to carry out the work., This is
asking too much of them. If the men give
their time and services out of loyalty to
the State, they should not be expected to
spend their own money on the work. Some
of the instruetors are business men who
take time off from their businesses during
the day in order to instruct classes and
bring wardens up to & state of efficiency,
and the most they can get from the Civil
Detfence Council is a few petrol tickets.
They themselves have to pay for petrel and
oil, although they are giving their services
free for the AR.P, work. It is not a re-
sponsibility of private citizens to give their
money as well as their time and services
for the training of AR.P. personnel. I
hope the Minister will get a promise of
sufficient money to ensure that the men
doing this work are paid out-of-pocket ex-
penses. Another requisite is the promul-
gation of a regulation for the signing of
attestation forms by the people undergoing
A.R.P. training so that there will be some
check on the trainees and the instructors
will have some control over them if ocea-
sion for their serviees arises. The Minister
shonld aim to get sufficient money to ensure
that AR.P. work will be put on an efficient
basis.

On motion by Mr. Thorn, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.24 p.m,



